Auckland Branch Report 09, Te Ao Maramatanga

The Auckland branch of Te Ao Maramatanga has 178 members, no new members since last year.

The committee is made up of 

Colette Adrian-chair

Helen Hamer-secretary

Duncan Milne- treasurer

Tony Obrien

Kate Prebble

Jane Barrington

Carole Schneebeli

Brian McKenna

Carole Seymour stepped down as Chair mid 08 and steeped down from the committee beginning of 09 to concentrate on other things.

During the year the Branch as run evening seminars on topical issues which have been well attended.

In March 09 we held a very successful seminar on Language and Liberation, with some very distinguished speakers including Richard Bentall from the UK.  This was attended by 114 nurses and a few non-nurses.

Spot prizes, a bookstand from the women’s bookshop and networking helped make this day fun.  The emphasis on practical skills at the end of the day was a good way to finish.  Many new graduate nurses attended from WDHB and ADHB. 

The theme of the seminar was psychosis and liberating service-users from the restraint of diagnosis and a solely medical model.  Some wonderful research was discussed, to back up this idea that psychiatric diagnosis is not based on good science and means little to people having problems.

Our financial position is not yet known as we are in the middle of collecting funds and paying bills, though we anticipate breaking even on the March seminar.

Colette Adrian.

