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Conference planning report 2006

Submitted to the national executive of Te Ao Maramatanga, the New Zealand College of Mental Health Nurses on June 20th, 2006 prior to the AGM on July 13th, 2006.

The conference theme is “ A fresh look at nursing in the Mental Health & Addictions Service, Aotearoa New Zealand” Venue is Novotel Hamilton. 19 & 20th July 2007


The conference organising committee has been meeting for the past nine months and is gathering momentum. We have confirmed that the opening speaker will be the Chief Nurse Advisor: Mr Mark Jones and Ms Hineroa Hakiaha (Member of the Mental Health Commission and a Mental Health Nurse) will be our first guest speakers. Kate Prebble & Frances Hughes have agreed to be our key notes. There will also be pre-conference workshops and Professor Ken Walsh has agreed to hold one on Practice Development Units. Further programme planning is in progress and it is very exciting! 


The committee includes: Jeff Symonds, Heidi Steyn, Karin Hagenaars, Mark Smith, Denny Mc Nae and myself from Health Waikato. In addition Robyn Boladeras from WINTEC is also a member and Mike Dove from Pathways is also on board! Tio Sewell (as a representative of the College Maori Caucas) provides support for the committee. Consumer support will be accessed as required.  Six Hats are employed as the conference organisers. 

· Flyers advertising the conference are due to be distributed by end of June

· 
Eli Lily is the Platinum sponsor $10,000 and the National executive have provided a seeding grant of $5,000. The current balance is $15,000 and represents 30%  of the estimated funding required for the conference

· We are awaiting responses from college branches re further funding support and also will be attaining further sponsorship.  

· 
Auckland University have agreed to provide an award for a research paper which will be co-ordinated in partnership with the research Board. The other two boards have been approached to consider this providing a similar award.

In conclusion the planning committee is progressing very well and there is growing interest in this conference from across the nation! 

Suzette Gisler

Convenor

Attached: Project plan
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