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26 June 2006

Te Ao Maramatanga

New Zealand College of Mental Health Nurses (Inc.)

Partnership, Voice, Excellence in Mental Health Nursing

Education Board Report to Annual General Meeting July 2006
The Education Board has been formed with Thelma Puckey (Victoria University of Wellington), Carmel Haggerty (Whitireia Community Polytechnic), Barbara Lowen ( Otago Polytechnic), and Richard Renwick (Te Hauora o te Hiku o te Ika (PHO), Kaitaia).  Maori Caucus is to advise their nomination for the Board.  
The Board is yet to formally meet and the initial communication has been by mostly email. The terms of reference are in the process of being finalised and we’d like to thank the Research Board for their lead in developing those. Plans are underway for the work and functioning of the Education Board.
Board members have been involved in various education activities and groups: Thelma and Carmel were on the organising committee of the National Forum for MH Nursing Education held in Porirua in late April. From this forum a national group has been formed which is chaired by Stacey Wilson (Manawatu), and includes other College members; Barbara Lowen is the MH person for NETS; Carmel Haggerty is a member of the MOH Core Competencies Project Advisory Group. So there are good opportunities for liaison and information sharing.
In the next 12 months the focus will be on the following: 

· Identifying key issues/areas for MH nursing education and developing a strategic plan for addressing these.  Some of this work will coincide with that of the National MH Nursing Education Group.  
· Developing a strategic position for the College on MH nursing education drawing on the National MH Nursing Framework document by the end of 2006.
· Developing consultation processes with members and relationships with other key stakeholder groups.

Regards,

Thelma Puckey

Chairperson Education Board.

