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The Otago Branch has commenced our branch meetings in style this year over a delicious breakfast at one of the local restaurants.  We have set aside some dates to meet every two months throughout the year.  These branch meetings will be linked in with our regular Nursing Education and Research Forums where local nurses present their own research and topics of interest. 

In December 08 we held our annual ODHB and NZ College of Mental Health Nurses Conference.  Over 100 nurses from Otago and Southland attended the conference and fed back positively about the day.  We were fortunate to have Dr Brian McKenna and Tony O’Brien as our key speakers for the morning sessions.  Both Tony and Brian provided delegates with stimulating sessions that looked at nursing issues related to research they have been involved in including such topics as the Mental Health (CAT) Act 1992, responsible clinicians, the role of the second health professional and the use of tasers.

The number of Otago Branch members continues to increase.  We now have approximately 40 members in the Otago/Southland Region.  

Last year we accepted the resignation of Bernie Thijssen the vice chair of the Otago branch.  Paul Stewart has replaced Bernie in this role.  

Otago Nurses have enjoyed the opportunities provided by the college over the past year to give feedback and input into the national nursing and mental health issues either through submission or being part of working parties.
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