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THE ROYAL

AUSTRALIAN AND NEW ZEALAND

COLLEGE OF PSYCHIATRISTS


The RANZCP joins with its colleagues from Te Ao Maramatanga (The

College of Mental Health Nurses) in voicing its concern over the

proposed introduction of tasers into front line policing in New

Zealand.
The RANZCP has the following concerns:
The move to introduce a pilot involving the use of tasers has

occurred without adequate community consultation with those groups

that stand to be affected by it, in particular mental health service

users, their families and mental health professional groups.

The Police are often called to assist the process of transferring

patients suspected of suffering from a mental illness, to a place of

safety for further assessment and management.  The RANZCP is very

concerned that should tasers be introduced and readily used for

ensuring compliance of disturbed persons then those suffering from

psychiatric illness, coming to the attention of the police could be

administered painful and potentially lethal electrical shocks for no

other reason than the fact that they have become mentally unwell.

The college is not assured that Police policies surrounding the use of

tasers are such that they will ensure that all other methods of

de-escalating tension or conflict have been used and that the taser is

used as the "last resort" nor that there are sufficient processes in

place to ensure that taser use (or misuse) will be monitored or

audited.

The RANZCP calls on the New Zealand Police to:

Defer any decision to implement a pilot of the use of tasers until

such time as there has been an adequate process of consultation

regarding the need for and potential risks of, its introduction.

Make a formal commitment that should they be introduced, the taser

will ONLY be used by certain officers in specific situations and as an

intervention of last resort.

Implement a robust process of review and audit of the use (and

potential misuse) of tasers by police officers.
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