 Report from Waikato branch Te Ao Maramatanga: Feb 09 

 Moira O’Shea – Chair.

The past year has seen some changes in our branch with the moving on of some stalwarts   and the emergence of new members. Taranga, who took a position on the table at most of our meetings, will be moving on to Wellington, this year.

Denny McNae became a member of the national committee, with her local secretarial role taken over by Jo Dillon, and Moira O’Shea has taken over the role of chair, with the departure of Jeff Symonds to the depths of the Bay of Plenty.

We are lucky to have the Webmaster and Fellow himself, Chris Hatton as an integral part of our team, and our treasurer…it’s good to have some stability here.

2008 saw the continued association of the College meetings with the Mental Health Nurses forums, which are actively supported by our AMH&As CND and college Fellow, Erina Morrison.

Committee members each had a meeting allocated, for which they were responsible for arranging guest presenters. These included nurses presenting their Masters Thesis and dissertations, “Minimisation of coercion; Culture Change and duty of care”, “Interface issues between Police/ Mental health services” and a consumer panel presentation.

This combination of a College meeting followed by 1 ½ hour presentation did bring us some more members and has increased the profile of the College in our service. College application forms & relevant information were, when we remembered, attached to minutes and fliers in an attempt to make the application process more visible and easy. 

We are considering videoing the presentation part of the meeting to be used for rural / nurses unable to attend in person. Our first attempt saw us ready and organised… without a speaker, who was unfortunately clinically compromised and unable to attend.

If you have any tried & true, great ideas of how to increase local membership we’d love to hear them.
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