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Research Board Report  2009

Submitted to the national executive of Te Ao Maramatanga, the New Zealand College of Mental Health Nurses on March 3rd, 2009, prior to the College Conference  in April, 2009.

The Research Board comprises of the following four members appointed by the national executive of Te Ao Maramatanga -  Brian McKenna (Auckland - convenor), Daryle Deering (Christchurch),  Angela Wineera (Maori caucus) and Tula Brannelly (Wellington).    Angela is the latest addition to the team following the resignation of Hineroa Hakiaha.  We would like to thank Hineroa for her past contribution to the Research Board.

Pivotal to our role is the management of Te Ao Maramatanga’s  research fund of $3000 per annum.  Last year was the third application process we have funded.  The award was made to a PhD condidate Stacey Wilson with the title to her research being Crisis intervention, resilience and mental health nursing in New Zealand.  Each year we have received on-going reports from the studies funded to date.  There is evidence of these studies adding to the knowledge available to mental health nurses.  There is also indication of the involvement in research  facilitating the career pathways of those involved.  

The purpose of the Research Board of Te Ao Maramatanga is “to promote research as a contribution to the strategic development and application of mental health nursing knowledge to benefit consumers and the broader community” (terms of reference).  Therefore we are keen to support any research that works toward this aim.  We continue to be contacted by researchers primarily regarding accessing College members as research participants.  We are happy to assist as long as the research meets the criteria above, has ethics approval and does not compromise the confidentiality of members. All such applications are processed through the executive of the College.   

We look forward to meeting the executive of the Te Ao Maramatanga College Confernce in Wellington.  It will be good for all of us to discuss ways in which the College Research Board moves forward in meeting the aims of Te Ao Maramatanga.  This might include supporting another member of the Board to convene this forum.

Brian McKenna,

Chair, Research Board.
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